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Interpreting Evidence-Based Information to Consumers
Instructions for Assignment

Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to give you practice communicating scientific information to a non-scientific audience, such as your patients or clients. Pretend you are writing a nutrition article for a health publication that targets consumers.

Select a topic related to the content of this course. 

Format: 500-600 words; Times New Roman; 12-point font; double spaced. Catchy title. Subheadings. Tables and figures okay, but not required. No within-text citations. Reference list at the end. Must have at least three references. You can use your text book and two peer reviewed journal articles.

Writing style: When writing for the general public, use conversational language, use personal pronouns, use lots of examples, tell stories to make points. Don’t use big words when smaller ones will do (“use” versus “utilize”; “make” versus “construct” or “fabricate”). Avoid long sentences and extra words (“this was done in order to complete….” versus “we did this to finish….”). Avoid the passive voice. Use short, simple sentences. However, the challenge is keeping the information complete and factual while keeping it simple!

References: Must have at least three references. You can use your text book and two peer reviewed journal articles. You can find peer reviewed articles using your usual  search techniques. If you have little experience finding professional articles, a good strategy is to select articles from the references listed at the end of the chapters in your text. It’s okay to use review articles. Do not use websites or magazines written for consumers. 

Plagiarism: There is much information written for consumers about nutrition – some evidence-based and some totally unreliable. I want you to use your own words to tell about your topic based on evidence you find in the professional literature. I urge you not to read what others have written for the consumer on your topic. Read your text and other information written for the professional. Then interpret the information according to your understanding. I will use Safe Assign in Blackboard to detect plagiarism.

Study the Rubric: I developed the rubric based on guidelines from the references below.

References for Guidance:
Burke, K.L. 12 Tips for Scientists Writing for the General Public. American Scientist. https://www.americanscientist.org/blog/from-the-staff/12-tips-for-scientists-writing-for-the-general-public

Writing for a General Audience: Science Journalism.
http://ase.tufts.edu/biology/labs/pechenik/documents/scienceJournalism.pdf

Tips for Scientific Writing for a General Audience.
http://phdsymposium.embl.org/symp2004/tips_for_non_scientific_writing.pdf

Hobson, A. Writing about Science for Non-Scientists.
https://www.aps.org/meetings/multimedia/april2008/upload/April2008-B4-1-Hobson.pdf
